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FMVSS 221 Joint Strength Noncompliance 
Adhesive Omitted on 20 Gauge Outside Side Panels 

Models Affected:  2010 Model Year All American (D3) Model School Buses  
          with Optional 20 Gauge Outside Side Panels 

 ISSUE________________________________  CORRECTIVE  ACTION________----___    

WARNING:  Always follow all Federal, State, Local and Shop safety standards and use proper 
safety equipment when performing these procedures.  
 

1. Using a 17/64” drill bit, drill additional rivet holes at each outside side panel joint as 
indicated by white dash line in Photo #1 below. A drill stop set at ½” (0.50) must be 
used to prevent possible damage to wires in bow cavities. Be sure holes are evenly 
spaced between existing rivets and that holes stay in line with existing rivets. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Photo 1      Photo 2            
 Spacing from bottom edge of                    Close up of spacing between rubrails 
            window line rub rail to floor line.   
 
2. Install part number #01854397 Rivet, Blind, .25 Dia, .38 grip, in each hole drilled 

using a rivet gun/tool. 
 

3. On the street side of the bus, remove the stop arm to allow installation of the 
additional rivets in beltline area, then reinstall stop arm.   

 PROCEDURE__                                                                                         _   

Adhesive required to meet FMVSS 221 Joint 
Strength requirements may have been omitted 
at 20 gauge outside side panel joints.  

Install additional rivets as required to 
comply with FMVSS 221 Joint Strength 
requirements. 
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